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Bangladesh Embassy hosts "Embassy Night" today. 

 Bangladesh Embassy in Washington DC hosted 'Embassy Night' at its Bangabandhu 

Auditorium today. First of its kind, the event was organized in cooperation with the National 

Press Club of Washington DC. Prominent US and international journalists based in 

Washington DC including the Vice President of National Press Club attended the event. 

 Ambassador of Bangladesh to the USA Akramul Qader presented the key-note speech 

which was followed by a Q&A session. In his key-note speech, Ambassador Qader 

highlighted the political and socio-economic achievements of Bangladesh in the four decades 

of its existence as a sovereign nation; achievements which not only disproved the  

apprehensions by some quarters about Bangladesh's fragile future, but also proved with 

conviction that, the democratic values of  the nation has taken the country into a new height 

where Bangladesh is seen as a role model for the developing world. Quoting the Nobel 

laureate economist Amartya Sen, the Ambassador said, the achievements of Bangladesh are 

characterized by a balanced blend of sustained economic growth and persistent human 

development. The Ambassador attributed part of this success to the country's conscious and 

vibrant civil society, the most of which is represented by free and responsible media.  

 Ambassador Qader explained the circumstances that lead to the trial of war criminals 

after 42 years of independence. Apart from fulfilling its electoral pledge, this Government 

initiated the trial process with the ultimate objective of establishing justice in the society by 

putting an end to the culture of impunity, the Ambassador added. With regards to the 

procedure, Ambassador Qader explained in detail, how the Tribunals have maintained 

transparency, fairness and due international standard in the whole process. Delving into the 

issue of upcoming general election, Ambassador then narrated to the audience about Prime 

Minister Sheikh Hasina's relentless efforts to break the political impasse by bringing the 

opposition into dialogue. However, he regretted that, the opposition has not only thwarted 

Prime Minister's sincere initiatives, they have created an environment of anarchy by calling 

back-to-back shutdowns and blockades all over the country.   

 With regards to the bilateral relations between Bangladesh and USA, Ambassador 

Qader termed the relationship as of 'partnership' and emphasized that by recognizing each 

other's strength, the countries can benefit mutually.  He took this opportunity to bring to the 
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notice of US journalists whether suspending  GSP facilities of Bangladesh, a country which 

pays more than USD 750 million worth tariff to the US Government, was at all justified.  

 After the speech, Ambassador Qader responded to the queries of the journalists. In 

answer to the questions, he enlightened the journalists about the history and development of 

Grameen Bank and Government's contribution in its growth, Government's investment and 

initiative to address climate change through mitigation and scientific research and various 

steps taken by the Government to uproot radicalism and terrorism from the society,   

 Mr. Mayron Belkind, the Vice-President of NPC who spoke on behalf of the attendee 

journalists, thanked Bangladesh Embassy for organizing the event. Press Minister of 

Bangladesh Embassy, Mr. Swapan Kumar Saha presented the vote of thanks.  

 At the end of the programme, the guests were served with authentic Bangladeshi 

cuisine.       

___________________________________________________________________________ 
Swapan Kumar Saha, Minister (Press), Embassy of Bangladesh,  Washington DC 20008,  Phone:  202-244-
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